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WBTT’s Heart & Soul Campaign kicked off to a great 
start in November 2016 when we officially launched our 
$6 million project to transform the 2.5-acre, two-building 
campus at 10th Way and Orange Avenue into a cohesive, 
performing arts center. Also, an endowment fund will be 
established to ensure WBTT’s future. Thus far, we have 
raised $3.4 million from generous supporters. We’re more 
than half-way to our goal. 

In this newsletter, you will read about some of the 
incredible donors and leaders of this effort including Gerri Aaron who has 
supported WBTT for many years and believes in our mission wholeheartedly. 
Her personal dream is to be given tickets by one of our alumni to attend 
his or her Broadway opening. Gerri donated “big time” to the Heart & Soul 
Campaign and as a result of her $1 million gift, the existing theatre building 
will be named the Gerri Aaron and the Aaron Family Foundation Theatre 
Building.

I’d also like to share a bit about why I’ve become so involved in WBTT and 
the Campaign. Sarasota’s vibrant arts community, including the availability 
of a theater promoting and celebrating African-American history and culture, 
played a major role in our decision to move to Sarasota upon retirement a 
few years ago.  

My husband, Don, and I first became involved with WBTT when we attended 
a show in 2012 and quickly became season subscribers, then sponsors. 
I became more and more involved and was asked to join the Board of 
Trustees. When the proposal to renovate the theatre was presented, I was 
thrilled to learn that a major portion of Nate’s dream would be fulfilled and 
that the young artists and the community would finally have a facility where 
they would be able to experience the finer qualities of theatre life. I didn’t 
hesitate to accept an invitation to serve as the Campaign’s Chair. We have 
made a special financial contribution to this Campaign to name the Art 
Gallery in the Binz Building, and believe it is equivalent to that of providing 
financial resources for higher education. We are delighted and excited to 
share in this major and essential adventure!  

If you have any questions about the Heart & Soul Campaign, please contact 
me or Julie Leach. I can be reached at doris06999@aol.com, and Julie can 
be reached at jleach@westcoastblacktheatre.org. We’d love to tell you more 
about it. 

I want to thank my fellow board and Cabinet members and all of the early 
donors to the campaign. We look forward to sharing more great news as the 
Campaign progresses. 
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eva Slane, inaugural 
WBTT Board member, 
supporter since 
1999, and member 
of the Heart & Soul 
Campaign Cabinet, 
has generously 
pledged $280,000 
to the Campaign. In 
recognition of this, the 

Theatre Box Office will be named the Eva T. 
Slane Theatre Box Office, and our new elevator 
tower of the Education/Outreach Building will 
also be named for Eva.  

She has also contributed along with other 
Board members to name the Nate Jacobs 
Education Wing of the Education/Outreach 
Building. Eva had this to say about her 
involvement and support of WBTT and the 
campaign, “today we are marching ahead into 
a very bright future. After years of wandering in 
rented venues, we own our own theater without 
debt and are embarking on an ambitious 
Campaign to turn our two buildings and 2.5 
acres of land into a Performing Arts Center with 
a strong youth oriented program.”

“I invite everyone who reads this to join me and 
the rest of the Board of Directors in the many 
opportunities to contribute your time, talent 
and treasure to make this dream a reality. I am 
honored and filled with joy that I have been 
allowed to be a part of this almost miraculous 
growth since our inauspicious beginnings. 
Please join us!”

Along with our long-
time donors like Eva 
Slane, we have some 
very generous and 
relatively new donors 
like terry and Steve 
Clark, who have 
pledged $250,000 to 
the Campaign, and are 

Heart & Soul donor SpotligHt
naming our Rooftop Terrace entertaining space 
in the Education/Outreach building. 

“We decided to support the Heart & Soul 
Campaign with a special financial commitment 
first and foremost because Nate has the vision 
and commitment to develop young talent. 
Secondly, WBTT puts on great shows and we 
want to ensure that young talent can perform in 
a first class environment.” 

george and Janet 
MileS have been 
spending time in 
Sarasota since 2002 
and fully retired here 
5 years ago. They cite 
the weather, healthcare 
and arts and culture as 
the reasons Sarasota 
became their new 

home. They have generously pledged $50,000 
to the Heart & Soul Campaign. 

“It started when Janet became a groupie 
of Nate’s and WBTT at least ten years ago,” 
George said about their early involvement in 
WBTT. “She followed him from venue to venue; 
I quickly became a big fan as well and we 
became season ticket holders.”

“We believe that WBTT is a jewel for the 
community not only because of the great 
productions but also the growth of the young 
folks in the troupe and the contribution they 
make to our community. We support the 
Campaign because we believe in the priorities 
of improving the performance facilities and 
increasing the educational programs. We’ve 
watched Nate’s journey and his dream and we 
believe it can be achieved.”



be part of tHe Heart & Soul CaMpaign 
We invite you to join us by considering a special campaign contribution. Pledges may be 
payable over five years. In addition to cash and cash pledges, WBTT is happy to accept gifts 
in the form of securities, property, life insurance, and other assets. For more information, 
please contact Julie Leach at 941.366.1505, ext. 103 or jleach@westcoastblacktheatre.org.

Check out more renderings and floor plans of our new facilities and watch a video of the dream 
unfolding: http://westcoastblacktheatre.org/capital-campaign/heartandsoul

tHe dreaM takeS SHape
Phase 1 will begin later this year with the 
renovation of the historic Binz building. This 
will be the new home of our education and 
community outreach programs and our 
administrative offices. Finally, patrons will be 
able to find our daytime Box Office on the 
same site as the theater. 

Right: The empty space between the Binz and theater 
buildings will be transformed into a beautiful courtyard.

Below left: The first floor of the Binz building will be 
redesigned into a large space for patron and corporate 
functions that, as needed, can be divided into education 
and community outreach spaces. There will also be a full-
catering kitchen. 

Below right: The renovation of the Binz building will 
include a lovely rooftop garden terrace. It will make an 
ideal spot for special events.  



Wbtt is grateful  
to those who have joined us 

with their heart and soul. 

www.westcoastblacktheatre.org/gift-opportunities
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